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Deanery Prayer for Vocations

Lord Jesus Christ, make me a better person; considerate towards others, 

honest with myself, faithful to you.

Help me to find my true vocation in life and so to find happiness myself 

and bring happiness to others.

May those whom you call to the priesthood, the diaconate or the 

religious life have the generosity to answer your call, and so may those 

who need your help always find it, and give you glory for ever and ever. 

Amen.

© Archdiocese of Birmingham
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Behind and before every vocation to the
priesthood or to the consecrated life there is always the 

strong and intense prayer of someone: 

A grandmother, a grandfather, a mother, a father, a community.... This 
is why Jesus said: “pray therefore the Lord of the harvest”, that is, 
God the Father, “to send out labourers into his harvest” (mt 9:38). 

Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; and only through 
prayer can they persevere and bear fruit.

Pope Francis, Regina Cæli message Fourth Sunday of Easter, 21 April 2013
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“A grandmother, a grandfather, a mother, a father, a 

community....” 

In other words….US….

So what can we do?
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The commitment to praying for vocations is a permanent 

ongoing challenge. 

Maybe your parish, your school, your family, yourself could 

commit to a regular period of prayer throughout the year. 

The following slides are some ideas how a year of prayer for 

vocations might look…..
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A year of prayer for vocations

➢ January – Taize prayer session
➢ Lent - Stations of the Cross for Vocations 
➢ March – Deanery Mass for Vocations 
➢ Easter - Divine Mercy Prayer for Vocations 
➢ May - Pray the Rosary for Vocations 
➢ June - Eucharist Adoration praying for Vocations 
➢ July and August – Daily prayer for Vocations after Mass 
➢ September - Holy Hour for Vocations 
➢ October - Pray the Rosary for Vocations 
➢ November – A Novena for Vocations
➢ December – Prayers around the crib
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JANUARY - A TAIZE PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

This is a meditative common prayer. The repetitive nature of these songs is an echo of 

traditions deeply rooted in Christian Prayer.  This way of praying can promote an inner unity of 

person, allowing the spirit to be lifted in deeper union with God.

An evening of Taize prayer might follow this pattern:

Call to Prayer:   

Meditative singing or listening to Taize music if available.

Psalm:   

Glory be…

Meditative singing or listening continues…

Extended Silence

Intercessions

Closing Prayer:

Prayer Service based on resource materials published by the National Coalition for Church Vocations 8

LENT - STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR VOCATIONS

Opening Prayer

O Jesus, we are about to walk with You through the stages of Your Agony and 
Death.

As we walk, help us to understand more deeply your passion and while meditating 

on Your Cross, may we come to give more generously of ourselves. May we who 

are called to serve You be courageous in taking up our cross and may we lay down 
our lives in Your example of perfect love and sacrifice.

We ask this in Your name through the generous intercession of Mary, your Virgin

Mother. 

Amen

9

MARCH – DEANERY MASS FOR VOCATIONS

Vocations Chalice Program
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EASTER - THE DIVINE MERCY

The Divine Mercy is a Christian devotion to the endless merciful love of God 

towards all people. The devotion is due to the apparitions of Jesus received 

by saint Faustina Kowalska (1905–1938).

Sister Faustina Kowalska reported a number of apparitions during religious 

ecstasy which she wrote in her diary, later published as the book Diary: 

Divine Mercy in My Soul.

The three main themes of the devotion are to ask for and obtain the mercy 

of God, to trust in Christ's abundant mercy, and finally to show mercy to 

others and act as a conduit for God's mercy towards them

Pope John Paul II, a native of Poland, had great affinity towards this 

devotion and authorized it in the Liturgical Calendar of the church. The 

liturgical feast of the Divine Mercy is celebrated on the first Sunday 

after Easter. 

11

MAY – PRAYING THE ROSARY FOR VOCATIONS 

“A vocation is a call of invitation. It is important that we pray 
for vocations since the answer to an invitation from the 
Father is always a grace.

We pray particularly to Mary who gives us the model 
response to a life-changing invitation from God.”

Archbishop George J. Lucas, Archbishop of Omaha
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JUNE – EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Opening Prayer 
O Jesus, Good Shepherd, bless our parishes with numerous 
priests, deacons, men and women religious, consecrated laity and 
missionaries, according to the needs of the entire world which 
you love and wish to save. 

Assist all who live in a consecrated life. Guide the steps of those 
who have responded generously to your call and are preparing to 
receive Holy Orders. 

Look with love on our young people and call them to follow you. 
Help them to understand that in you alone can they attain 
complete fulfilment. We call on the powerful intercession of Mary, 
mother and model of all vocations. We beseech you to sustain our 
faith with the certainty that the Father will grant what you have 
commanded us to ask. 
Amen. 
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JULY & AUGUST – DAILY PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AFTER MASS

Diocesan prayer for vocations

Lord Jesus, send labourers into your harvest.
Inspire in the hearts of your people, vocations to the priesthood 

and religious life.

Bless our families with a spirit of generosity.

May those whom you call to the priesthood and religious life 
have the courage to give themselves to your Church as co-

operators in your work. 

St John Vianney, pray for us.

14

SEPTEMBER – HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS

Opening Prayer
Lord, grant attentive and generous hearts. Help us to 
question ourselves in every choice we make in life in 
order to follow you better. 

Help us appreciate the generosity of those who commit 
themselves to carry their daily cross in your steps with 
joy. 

As we look deep into our hearts, grant us, Lord, the 
courage of sincerity and the ability to listen to your 
every demand. 
Amen.

OCTOBER – PRAYING THE ROSARY FOR VOCATIONS 

Pope Francis said that praying the rosary is good for your 
heart, good for your soul, good for your whole life.’

When you pick up your rosary you are taking Mary’s hand in 
yours.in praying the rosary let Mary lead you to the most 
important moments in her life. There she will teach you some 
of the most important lessons of all. There she will show you 
how to be the person God wants you to be. 

There she will help you say ‘yes’ to God’s plan for your life.
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NOVEMBER – A NOVENA FOR VOCATIONS

• The origin of the novena in our Church’s spiritual treasury is hard to 
pinpoint. The Old Testament doesn’t seem to indicate any nine-days 
celebration among the Jewish people.

• In the New Testament at the Ascension scene, our Lord gives the apostles 
the Great Commission, and then tells them to return to Jerusalem and to 
await the coming of the Holy Spirit. Acts of the Apostles recounts, “After 
that they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet near 
Jerusalem– a mere Sabbath’s journey away. Together they devoted 
themselves to constant prayer” (Acts 1:12,14). Nine days later, the Holy 
Spirit descended upon the Apostles at Pentecost.

• Perhaps, this “nine-day period of prayer” of the apostles is the basis for the 
novena

• Nowadays we refer to a Novena as nine days of prayer and meditation 
usually to ask God for special prayer requests or petitions. 

• Novenas are often used to ask specific saints to pray for us or for specific 
causes

17

DECEMBER – PRAYERS AROUND THE CRIB
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OTHER SUGGESTIONS

✓ 31 Club
✓ Support the Clergy Training Fund
✓ www.invisiblemonastery.com - Members of Invisible Monastery:

▪ Pledge to pray daily or weekly for vocations
▪ Choose their type of prayer—Mass intention, rosary, private prayer, etc.
▪ Renew their pledge annually
▪ Receive a quarterly e-newsletter with prayers, resources, and ideas for 

promoting vocations 
✓ www.northstaffsdeanery.org.uk – monthly prayers & suggestions
✓ www.vocations.org.uk – Diocesan website 

✓ Adopt a seminarian…..

http://www.invisiblemonastery.com/
http://www.northstaffsdeanery.org.uk/
http://www.vocations.org.uk/
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ADOPT A SEMINARIAN
DIOCESAN SEMINARIANS FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM 

• Choose a seminarian
• Pray for him regularly
• Have Mass said for him
• Write to him/send Christmas or Easter cards
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Age Band Number

30-39 9

40-49 30

50-59 51

60-69 51

70-75 33

Priests in Active Ministry in Archdiocese of Birmingham 2016
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FINALLY… A PERSONAL VOCATION

.. there exists a specific vocation for every living person..  
The vocation is the providential thought of the Creator for 
each creature, it is his idea-plan, like a dream found in God’s 
heart ... God the Father wants this to be different and 
specific for each living person

In Verbo Tuo, 13
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SOME DEFINITE SERVICE

God has created me to do Him some definite service.
He has committed some work to me which He has
not committed to another;
I have my mission
I may never know it in this life but I shall be told it
in the next.
I am a link in a chain,
a bond of connection between persons;
He has not created me for naught
I shall do good - I shall do His work

Blessed John Henry Newman, Meditations on Christian Doctrine
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Thank you 


