
North Staffs Vocations Days of Prayer for Vocations 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 3rd  -  St Mary’s, Uttoxeter 

May 9th  -  English Martyr’s, Biddulph 

May 16th  -  Faber School, Cotton 

May 18th  -  St Augustine’s, Meir 

June 2nd  -  Sacred Heart, Tunstall 

June 6th  -  Our Lady & St Peter’s, Stoke 

June 13th  -  St John the Baptist, Alton 

June 14th  -  St Mary’s, Leek 

June 23rd  -  Sacred Heart, Silverdale 

June 24th  -  St John the Baptist, Ashley 

July 2nd  -  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Sisters, Abbey Hulton 

July 7th  -  St Patrick’s. Packmoor 

July 11th  -  Our Lady & St Benedict, Abbey Hulton 

August 16th  -  St Joseph’s, Burslem 

September 3rd  -  St Gregory’s, Longton 

September 11th  -  St Maria Goretti, Bucknall 

September 14th  -  St Wulstan’s, Wolstanton 

September 15th  -  St Mary’s, Norton le Moors 

September 22nd  - St Giles, Cheadle 

October 1st  -  St Teresa’s, Trent Vale 

October 5th  -  8th Holy Trinity, Newcastle 

October 7th  -  Convent of Mercy, Newcastle 

October 7th  -  Sacred Heart, Hanley 

October 10th  -  Our Lady & St Werburgh, Clayton 

October 13th  -  St John the Evangelist, Kidsgrove 

November 10th  -  Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Fenton 

December 2nd  -  St Mary’s,  Cresswell 

PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES FOR TIMES OF SERVICES 

“The world looks to the priest because it looks to Jesus! No one can see Christ; but   
everyone sees the priest, and through him they wish to catch a glimpse of the Lord!  
Immense is the grandeur and dignity of the priest. Pray therefore, to the Lord of the 
harvest, that he send harvesters into his harvest...Considering that the Eucharist is the 
greatest gift our Lord gives to his Church, we must ask for priests, since the priesthood 

is a gift for the Church, we must pray insistently for this gift”        

Pope John Paul II 1979 

The Archdiocese of Birmingham                                                   

North Staffordshire Vocation Promotions Group 

PLEASE PRAY 

FOR 

VOCATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said 

to his disciples. 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.” 

Behind and before every vocation to the priesthood or to the               
consecrated life there is always the strong and intense prayer of       
someone: a grandmother, a grandfather, a  mother, a father, a         

community… This is why Jesus said: “Pray therefore the Lord of the   
harvest” that is, God  the Father, “to send out labourers into his harvest” 

Mt9:38 

 

“Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; and only through prayer 

can they persevere and bear fruit”.   

Pope Francis April 21, 2013. 



The Journey to Priesthood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You should be going to Theological college, we need young lads like you to  
replace the old ones”. Those were the words said to me by one of the Vicars I 
worked for when I began my studies at the Birmingham Conservatoire. Now I 
look back, I wonder if that is when the call to Priesthood started, but I distinctly 
remember thinking at that time, that no way was I meant to be a cleric, it just 
simply wasn’t for me! 

In 2009 having attended the Journey in Faith course at Trent Vale I was        
received into the Catholic Church. It was then that the idea of a calling to  
Priesthood came back and I began to think that if I don't do something about 
this, I will always be wondering ‘what if? 

Very few people knew, even my parents, that I had been received into the 
Catholic Church and that I was considering a vocation to the Priesthood. Even 
so, it was encouraging to think of how many people were, unknown to them, in 
many ways encouraging, praying and supporting. It highlights the important 
part faithful parishioners and congregations play in fostering vocations. 

Rev Fr Simon Baker  (Ordained 16th July 2016) 

The North Staffordshire Vocations Promotion Group was started in 1988 by 

Fr Seamus Gilroy, the then Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of      

Birmingham, he was aware of the large geographical area and his          

inability to be in all places at once to promote vocations.  

Fr Gilroy’s vision was to have a group of people (clergy, religious and laity) 

in each deanery of the Birmingham diocese willing to help him in his work 

to promote vocations.  

Being one of only two or three groups still meeting after 29 years, with over 

130 meetings, working closely with the National Vocations Team based at 

Oscott College, we are constantly seeking ways to promote and pray for 

vocations.   

North Staffs Deanery Vocations Group 

Could Your Parish Help to Promote Vocations? 

Here are a few suggestions 

 

• Ask 31 parishioners to volunteer to pray the rosary or attend Mass for  

vocations on each of the 31 days of the month on behalf of your parish. 
 

• Pray the rosary for vocations 

 

• Eucharistic Adoration on certain days, praying for vocations 

 

• Have the vocation prayer included in your daily prayer 

 

• Holy Hour with scripture readings and intercession centred on         
vocations 

 

• Pray for vocations at the daily Masses when possible 

 

• Stations of the Cross for Vocations 

 

• Sponsor a Priest or Seminarian in prayer 

 

• Planned Giving to Clergy Training Fund 

 

“Dear lay faithful, be close to your priests with affection and with your 
prayers, that they may be always shepherds according to God’s heart. 
And pray for those whom God is calling to be priests that they may     

respond to this call with humility and joy”. 

Pope Francis  2014 

If you are interested in becoming involved with the North 

Staffordshire Vocations Promotions Group please email us at                                     

vocations@northstaffsdeanery.org.uk 


